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Representative: Barbara Janus RN, PhD.
Year: since June 2002.

4. Background Information for the year 2001:



4.1. Size of Country  312 685 square kilometres

4.2      Population of Country : 38 632.500


4.3      Birth rate : 5,0 ( 0,1 natural increase)  


4.4      Life Expectancy:  Male:  70,2

Female: 78,4

4.5      Total number of Physicians actively working : 86 608 


4.6     Total number of RN's actively working nurses: RN = 185.679 + master degree of nurse  3.953  (= 189.632) and 21 997 midwives.

4.6.1 Number of RN's who are members of NNA : 11.200

4.7 Annual intake of students for nurse training : 1180 (3-year study - 557, 4-year study - 623) 

Midwives - 369

4.8 Percentage of male nurses : 0,10 %


4.9 Expenditure on health care as % of GNP:  GDP = 0,6% 


4.10. Type of healthcare - private funding or public funding, Government or mixture of public or private: 

   In Poland there are combined insurance - governmental health care system (national budget   to pay for specially procedures eg. transplants). 

 The new health insurance system (universal health insurance) started on 1 January 1999. The insurance premium is set 7,5 per cent of taxable income, deductible from personal income tax. Prior to 1999, health care services were funded by social security contributions. Key responsibilities of health care system continue to rest with the Ministry of Health, such essential   decisions concerning the directions and priorities in health policy, regulatory decisions regarding prevention and treatment measures against the main health hazard, monitoring, assessment and analysis of the health of the population under projects as the National Health Programme, and provision of certain specialised care. The organisational structure consist of 16 Regional Health Funds (Regional Sickness Funding) and one brunch fund. 


5 Educational System for Nurses:


5.2 Can you present the education system for nurses in your country in diagrammatic form, including number of years in education prior to registration as RN, the qualification and where nurse education takes place.

5.3 Example:- Education System for Nurses in Poland:


Registration/Diploma programmes in nursing 

The nursing educational system (old system) consist of two subsystem.

· The first functioning as professional medical schools (nursing college). Registration /diploma programme 2,5 year is based on the program documentation prepared in 1993 by Ministry of Health and Social Welfare and Ministry of national Education in Nursing Profession. 2,5 year  training cover 2.770 hours in whole cycle. 

Program 2,5 year comprising of:

▪
theoretical instruction 38 weeks (35 hours per week) 
▪
clinical / practice instruction 38 weeks (30 hours per week)
▪
holidays 10 weeks (4 weeks per year).  

Successful completion of  2,5  year programme and to receive one year training will lead to registration with the Nursing Board (Chamber of Nurses and Midwives) in the appropriate division of the register.

Applicants must be at least 18 years on of the year of application and must have 12 years general education (secondary Graduation Certificate) and are required to have certain grades in specific subjects.

· The second - 4 years' Nursing Faculties leading to master degree in nursing - Higher Degree (Diploma - Master of Nursing).  

Admission criteria: 

Applicants must be registered nurse or diploma midwife.

One full academic year (30 weeks) duration as full time study or part - time study.


New nursing education system

Since 1999, nursing education is integrated with the Polish Education System within the university (higher) level education. Since then the schools of nursing are under the supervision of the both the Ministry of National Education and Ministry of Health.

 Registration / Diploma three-year programmes. 


Program of three year  training contain at least 4.600 hours instruction (50% theoretical instruction and 50% clinical / practice instruction) and make it to possible continue further education at master's degree level.

Successful completion of a three year programme will lead to registration with the Nursing Board (Chamber of Nurses and Midwives) in the appropriate division of the register and the award of a Diploma in Nursing from a linked university level.

Applicants must be - 18 years old over and must have 12 years general education (secondary Graduation Certificate) and are required to have certain grades in specific subjects.
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       - secondary Graduation Certificate
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Post-graduate - Post registration courses are offered by the Centre for Postgraduate Education for Nurses and Midwives, which also develops and organises for practising nurses. However the general framework of postgraduate curricula must be accepted by the Ministry of Heath. 

In 1998 The Ministry of Health and Social Welfare approved the following branches (19) in which nurses can specialize (a nurse may undertake a post graduate or higher diploma):

      -     family nursing,

· school nursing

· surgical nursing 

· pediatric nursing

· psychiatric nursing

· oncological nursing

· epidemiological nursing

· problems of preservational nursing with following branches: geriatrics/geronotology, cardiology, nefrology with dialiso-therapy,

· paliative care,

· anasthesiology and intensive medical care

· organisation and management

· operating - theatre nursing


Primary or Higher Degrees:

Nurses may persue a primary degree in nursing which is one full academic year (30 weeks approx) following the diploma but it may also be taken over a number of years in part-time study.

Masters Degree:

It is generally approximately two academic years (30 weeks each year full time) or may be taken in part-time study.

General route (with exceptions):

  


Diploma (registration)


  


▼

►Higher Diploma (3 year)
  




Degree (primary 2,5 year)
  


▼

►Postgraduate Diploma
  


Masters (2 year)


  
▼
  
PhD (minimum three year duration research based)
[From October 1999, the education programme for nurses -  three year degree programme for registration - licentiat study].

6 Education for and in Nursing Research:


6.1. Is research appreciation included in the basic nurse education?  
Please indicate YES or No :___YES______


6.2. Is research appreciation included in post basic education?  
Please indicate YES or No: ____YES____________


6.3. Please detail any Government schemes for research training for nurses:  

· a/ For basic education - professional medical schools for nurses of 2,5 year   programs of studies - prescribe an introduction into nursing research 
in the II semester 19 weeks (2 hours per week ).

· b/ Preparing the nurses for research take place mainly in the course of studies at Faculties of Nursing of Universities of Medical Sciences (Medical Academies). So far, these are 4 years studies. All the time the curricula of the nursing studies have obligatory classes of research methodology. Of the end of the studies each student writes his M.S. thesis in which he makes practical use of the research methods, and analyses the result of his research. A tutor who is consulted within the framework of the seminar takes care of the methodology and the contents of this thesis.

· After finishing the studies, the best graduates and those who is interested in research work can apply for doctoral studies.

· Since 1999 - basic education in nursing is threes year B.Sc. (Licentiat - licence) academic program at the universities (Medical Academies), the subject prescribe methodological and theoretical basic of the scientific research in nursing (45 hours - second study years). In the curriculum of the III study years they are also 60 hours - seminary for to preparing a diploma research thesis. 

· The masters degree programs is research oriented and students research work towards the MS degree will be equivalent to two years work. Nursing students are required to take courses in statistics, research methods, research analysis and conduct small scale studies, do a literature reviev of research conducted on a nursing topic.

· In each two years post - diploma curriculum of specialization for nurses there are 15 hours: Scientific research in nursing. Administrative and organisational changes within post-basic nursing education plus the last decade's effort to further educate nurses in practice have led to a considerable increase in research activity.

6.4. Have all nurses access to research literature in libraries? 


Please indicate YES or No ____ NO ____________


6.5. Do the majority of nurses have access to computers and internet in your country?


Please indicate YES or No ____ NO ____________  


6.6. Do the majority of nurses have the knowledge/competence to use computers for research work (e.g. library searches etc)?


Please indicate YES or No _____ NO ___________


6.7. Do universities in your country provide research degrees for nurses?


Please indicate YES or No ______YES __________


7. Complete and Ongoing Research:


7.1. Do you have national priorities for nursing research in your country?


Please indicate YES or No ______ NO__________


7.2. Do you have a national database for nursing research?


Please indicate YES or No _______NO _________

      7. 2.1
If yes, please supply address, telephone number and website address for contact:    
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________


7.3. Are nurse researchers in your country participating in interdisciplinary research as equal partners?


Please indicate YES or No ______YES __________

Most of the research studies in Poland are done by academic reason. The majority of nursing research is still in the form of small-scale studies undertaken by master and doctoral students, faculty numbers, and nurses practicing at hospital and community. Most studies are conducted within the health care system, either hospital or community setting eg. developing basic skills to care sick elderly people, communication as basic tool in admittance of client in the Unity of Health, nursing education, nursing and quality of life, caring - the essence of nursing. 

Faculty numbers and nurses conducting research have their own theme of research but combine efforts when possible. Without a central registry there is not a confirmed number of nursing research going on in Poland.

8. Dissemination:


8.1. Do you have a journal in your country, which publishes peer review research (in your own language)?  


Please indicate YES or No ______YES __________

8.1.1
    If yes, are there abstracts in English?   YES


            Problemy Pielęgniarstwa - The Problems of Nursing

Pielęgniarstwo Polskie   - Polish Nursing 


8.1.2 Is dissemination of nursing research to all nurses in practice?


Please indicate by placing X in the appropriate box

Poor  (
Adequate  X
Good  (
Excellent  (
Dissemination of research findings has mainly taken place through nursing education, seminars and conferences and as publications in national and international health professionals' journals. The major source of research is national and international research conference. The Faculties of Nursing at the Universities (Medical Academy) organises a major research conference on annual basic (national or international) where the research workers, nurses and students presented papers and posters.

9. Funding:


9.1. Does your country have funding for nursing research at a national/governmental level? 


Please indicate YES or No ____NO ____________



9.2. Do you have other sources of funding nursing research -
    

Please indicate YES or NO against the suggested sources:

▪
University/equivalent



_______YES____________

▪
National Nursing Board



_______ NO____________

▪
Voluntary Organisations


_______YES___________

▪
Health Authorities/Organisations (hospitals)
_______YES ___________

▪
Medical Funding



_______ YES ___________

▪
NNA's





_______NO_____________

▪
Other
(Committee of Research)

______ YES____________
Since 1991, the Committee of Research has been distributing the financial means for research projects  which are selected by way of a competition. The research workers can carry out their research after they have received the finances from the Committee of Research. It is very difficult to obtain fund for nursing research. The studies in general are funded by institutions themselves. 

The research workers of the Nursing Faculties can apply for finances from the University (Medical Academy) within the framework of so-called individual activity or statutory activity (this refers mainly to individual work qualifying for assistant professor) or apply for the funds from the Ministry of Health. Nursing conducting research within their doctors dissertations obtain doctoral grants. 

10. Involvement of NNA's:


10.1. Does your organisation have a staff member or committee with special responsibilities for research? 
Please indicate YES or No _____YES ___________


10.2.   Please indicate if your NNA's is currently involved/actively-promoting research?
  Please indicate YES or No ______ YES  __________

PNA is a scientific organization and the member of the Federation of Polish Medical Sciences since 1979. 

The Research Council appointed by the Board is the main advisory and consultative body. It consist of the chairman and 7 representative of the scientific circle. The Research Council is obliged to:

· elaborate different trends of research and educational activity of the PNA.

· Coordinate the professional group's efforts on the research priorities in nursing, researches and practice.

PNA is the unifying force and representative of the whole nursing environment and it supports Nursing Faculties in the research, supports every single research work by giving priority to the publication through its journal. PNA continue to organize to every two years a nursing Scientific Congresses and enable its members to participate in foreign conferences. We are now prepare the next conference that will be held in 2002. 

11. Summary Report


The formation of the Research Council in PNA will contribute to initiating and coordinating research in nursing. The journal The Problems of Nursing will present the results of research in nursing.

It is necessary to create a foundation which would finance the research, because in the present economic situation of the country the money assigned for research and participation in scientific conferences is not sufficient.

Systematic research coordination and establishment of the central research register (data base of research of nursing, doctor disertation and development of research workers, nurses).

National research programme of nursing.

Signed by:

__________________________ 
_____________________________

Representative



President of Polish Nurses Association

Barbara Janus, PhD, R.N.

Elżbieta Baum-Chróścicka M.A.
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