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   WENR

Workgroup of European Nurse Researchers

Country Report

1 Country:  __Austria_________________  President NNA:  __Christine Ecker______

NNA Organisation:  __Austrian Nurses Association__________________________  

Representative:  _Univ. Doz. Dr. Elisabeth Seidl____  Year:  ____2002_________


2 Background Information for the year 2001



2.1 Size of Country  _____84.000 square meters_____________________________


2.2 Population of Country  __about 8 Mill.__________________________________


2.3 Birth rate  _____________________9,7 births per 1000 inhabitants_(2001)____


2.4 Life Expectancy:  Male_75,91 (2001)_____  Female  _____81,68 (2001)__


2.5 Total number of Physicians actively working  ____36.419 (2001)____________


2.6 Number of RN's actively working in hospitals approximately_47.500(2001) 
2.6.1
Number of RN's who are members of NNA  _approx. 10.000 (2001)

2.7 Annual intake of students for nurse training  ___________________________)


2.8 Percentage of male nurses  _________________12%_(2001)_________________


2.9 Expenditure on health care as % of GNP  ______8,3%_(2001)________________


2.10 Type of healthcare - private funding or public funding
Government or mixture of public or private  _75% public, 25% private________
(please reference statistical information for example, Government publication 19-- etc)

3 Educational System for Nurses in Austria:

Diploma three-year programmes.  
An applicant may opt to apply for one of the following: 

▪
General Nursing
▪
Psychiatric Nursing  
▪
Children Nursing

Each programme is of three years (4600 hours duration)

▪
clinical instruction:at least 2300 hours
▪
theoretical instruction 
▪
holidays: 6 weeks per year 


Applicants must be at least 16 years and must have 10 years general education. 



Post diploma - a nurse may undertake a higher diploma in the following:

children 's education

Psychiatric education
specialist education (for example hygiene, intensive care,..)

Higher Degrees:

Nurses may persue a primary degree in nursing 

specialist education for system of instruction

specialist education for head-manager 

Masters Degree:

This may be taken in nursing sience (Individuelles Diplomstudium Pflegewissenschaft an der Universität Wien), or in other subjects. 

General route:



Magistra/er phil.



Dr. phil.

4.Education for and in Nursing Research:

4.1 Is research appreciation included in the basic nurse education?  
Please indicate YES or No _____yes__________
In basic nurse education programms: 80 hours(total 2000 hours) since 1997
4.2 Is research appreciation included in post basic education?  
Please indicate YES or No ______yes__________
100 hours (total 1230 theoretical hours)

4.3 Please detail any Government schemes for research training for nurses:  

The basic education for General Nursing is regulated by the law of 1997.

4.4 Have all nurses access to research literature in libraries? 
Please indicate YES or No _____yes___________


4.5 Do the majority of nurses have access to computers and internet in your country?
Please indicate YES or No _____yes___________  


4.6 Do the majority of nurses have the knowledge/competence to use computers for research work (e.g. library searches etc)?
Please indicate YES or No ______yes__________


4.7 Do universities in your country provide research degrees for nurses?
Please indicate YES or No ___yes __________
The Univerity of Vienna hs a 4 years study programme
5 Complete and Ongoing Research:


5.1 Do you have national priorities for nursing research in your country?
Please indicate YES or No ____no____________


5.2 Do you have a national database for nursing research?
Please indicate YES or No ____no____________

5.2.1
If yes, please supply address, telephone number and website address for contact:    
__________________________________________________________________


5.3 Are nurse researchers in your country participating in interdisciplinary research as equal partners?
Please indicate YES or No __rarely______________


6. Dissemination:


6.1. Do you have a journal in your country, which publishes peer review research (in your own language)?  
Please indicate YES or No _yes - a common journal with Germany and Switzerland_______________

6.1.1
If yes, are there abstracts in English?
_______________________________yes________________________________

6.1.2
Is dissemination of nursing research to all nurses in practice?
Please indicate by placing X in the appropriate box

Poor  X
Adequate  (
Good  (
Excellent  (



7 Funding:


7.1 Does your country have funding for nursing research at a national/governmental level? 
Please indicate YES or No _____no___________



7.2 Do you have other sources of funding nursing research -
please indicate YES or NO against the suggested sources:

▪
University/equivalent



____no_________________

▪
National Nursing Board


___________no________________


▪
Voluntary Organisations

___________some_____________

7.3 

▪
Health Authorities/Organisations (hospitals)
____yes______________

▪
Medical Funding



____no_________________

▪
NNA's




___________yes________________


▪
Other





____no_________________

8 Involvement of NNA's:


8.1 Does your organisation have a staff member or committee with special responsibilities for research? 
Please indicate YES or No __yes -  in preparation______________


8.2 Please indicate if your NNA's is currently involved/actively-promoting research?
Please indicate YES or No __research appriation courses
______________



 publications








 funding of research projects


9 Summary Report

At the University of Vienna an academic course of study in Nursing Science was established in October 1999. The course of studies takes 8 semesters( and leads to a Master ). The number of nursing students (diploma programme) is increasing quickley. Actually 230 students are registered. A Baccalaureat-Programme is in preparation.

In 1997 a law which regulates Nursing Education and Nursing Practice requires education in Nursing Research as a part of the basic programme. It offers a good foundation for the establishment of Nursing Research in education and practice.

The Institute of Nursing Research (University of Linz) is established since 1992. The Symposium “Pflegewissenschaft – der Gesundheit verpflichtet”, was celebrated at the ten- years anniversary.

The mayor areas of Nursing Research carried out in our Institute:

a) Quality of life for residents of nursing homes

b) Information of elderly persons and their relatives after hospitalisation

c) Information of patients with chronical diseases

d) Stress and Coping of relatives of patients with dementia

e) Multicultural aspects of nursing

f) Research on history of nursing.

Univ. Doz. Dr. Elisabeth Seidl___________________Christine Ecker_________________ ______Representative



President/Executive of Organisation
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